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Separation between Japanese language teachers and
Kiichiro Yamaguchi’s educational philosophy
in Japanese Occupied North China

SAKATA, Atsuyoshi*

Abstract
In North China, after 1942, Tanetake Kokubu and Suminori Hata advocated a cultural and
political approach to education. But these suggestions were not antagonistic to Yamaguchi’s
Direct Method even though they criticized his self-righteous, non-political and teacher-like
attitude. Unlike Taiwan and Korea, Direct Method’s efficacy was restricted in North China
where an insufficient number of Japanese teachers could be recruited and many Chinese teach-
ers could not adopt the Direct Method without recourse to translation. In such a difficult situ-
ation, Yamaguchi suggested subsuming acquisition and learning within a teaching system to
intensify educational policy in occupied areas. By studying past teachers’ works, we note that
assimilation into educational technology signified participation in a violent side of language

education and the social system.
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